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HISTORIC ARERICAN BUILDINGS SURVIEY HABS No. WMASS-690

Present, Qunec:

Pregent, Ozoupant:

Present Use:

Briel Stetement
of Qﬂgﬂlfﬂcance

OLD ACIDEIY . HABS
‘ MASS
B-FALR,

Mapin Street near Huttleston Avenue, Falrhaven,
Bristel County, Massachusettis, ' :

(Formerly located on Main Street at Hu tileston
svenue)
Tovmn of Fairhaven, Hassachusetts

Unoceupied, *n the normal gense of the word

Preserved as sn historicsl monument--not regulsrly
open to the publlic, bui vigible by reguest.

A late elrhieconth century school building represent-
ing Lhe cusvoms of thet period, with interesting
rchitectural features.

LAY I.  HISTORICAT, INFORAMTION

4. Physical History

1. QOrizinal and subscouent owners:

vvoun of citizens bullt

"'u

this acadermy) it 1s now in the possession of the Tovm of
Fairhsven. /foclety of Architectural Hlstoriams,(Mew
Bedford, dmssachusetis, August 17-20, 1961), vage 13._/

2. Date of ereeciion: 1798, 1bld

3. Originel plans: A central hell with 2 room on esch

side,

on the mein floor. The second fioor may 0 may

not have been simdlar.

4. HNotes on alterations and additions: The righi-hand room

ot

the main {loow eopesrs to be preserved, or perhaps

restored, in an early form. The left- hend voom has had
a thin partiticen inserted in modern ftimes. I{ appears
probable that the second {loor underyent aliterations,
the nature of which are not clear. fobservation, and
interview with ¥rs, F. H._Brown, 7 Oxford Streel,
Fairheven, dassachusebts_;

thout 1906 the building was moved from its former site--
now & dividing strip in a public highway-~to the pregent

one,

It is sald to have been mpved intact. /Society of

Architectural Historiens, 1961_/
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8. Historical zvents Connected with the Structure: This school
g an important vart of the culture of the community for
many vears.

. Likely Sources Not Yei Invesbigeted: The public records of
Fairvhaven mey have informaiion shout this struciure.

II, ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

4, QGenersl Stetenment

1. Architectural chara cver in early Tour-roomn school
building with a2 frontisplece entrance and bell tower;
in spite of alteratio

ns inside, a typilcal classroom is
nregerved,

2. Condition of fabric: Generally good.
. Technical Descripiion of Exterior

1. (versll dinensions: Rectengular, 53'-107 lony (five bays)
oy 24'-10 1/20 daep, with 2 projecting dower on the rear
8'-11" wide by 7'-3" in depth. It now faces south, and
is two stories nhich,

2. Foundations: Granite; low., Apperently constructed about
1906, when the thldlﬂg was moved to the wresent location.

3. a1l consiruvetlon: Ieavy iimber frame; sheathed and
ghingled, The tower has &" x 7V corner nosts, a 6 x
g" girt, 3¢ x 4" studs, and wide sheathing hosrds of

randor width., Corners are braced. Gables at the ends
are covered with {iush beosrding.

4. Chimneys: One at the center of each end, of brick,
5. Openings:

a. Dogruay and dogr: A frombispiece enirénce ab the
center of the front wall, with semicircular fan-
light extending into the pediment, There ig 2
foman Doric pilsgter at each side, with o mutular
broken entablature. The door iz divided, with
three nznels in each leaf.

b. YWindows end shutiers: Double g gash, 12 lighis
over 12 lighte, simnle Grim, louvred shutters.

Shane, covering: Geble roof, now covered with
agphalt cormnosition shingles.

2
i
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b. Corgice: Box cornice w1th ecrown =nd bed mouldlﬂﬁs
nediments at gable ends,

e, Dormers, cupola: There are no dormers. The hower
is summounted by a belfry (now empty--the vell is
displayed at the foot f the stairway).

Technicel Descrintion of Interior

1.

[o}]

Floor plans: Central entrance and hall, with one class-
rooa at either side (the one on the left now divided by
g very light modern partition). The tower orojection
continues the hall toward the rear, and containg a stair-
way of U-shspe, with three short flights.

Second floor has one smaller room, at the left end, and
8 leaxger room over the hall and right end; this may or
may not have been the original leyout.

Stairways: Main stair is mostly encloged. Above it a
smell stalrway lesds to upher part of {ower,

Flooring: In risht-hond classroom on first floor are
preserved very wide floor boards, up to 20%,  These
appesr originsl. The floor of this room is terraced to
elevate the successive rows of desks., On the second
floor are some wide boards, but most of the flooring
appeers 10 be old replacements, of various times. Some
wrought nails are visible.

Wall and ceiling finish; Plaster on wood lath. Lerge
room on second fleoor has a coved ceiling—-some indlea-
tions that this may heve been an slteration.

Doorwaye and doors: (me original six-panel door between
hall and right-hend classroom on first floor; four-psnel
doors on second flcor.

Trim: Simple moulded trim at doors and windows. Wains-
cobing of horizontal bosrds. Baseboard with mouldings.
Per strips in classroom. Lorner posts are cased.

Hardware: Enirance door preserves old wrought iron bolts
at top 2nd bottom. Thumb lateh on a second floor door.

Lighting Mo indication of old fixtures.

Hesting: Originally by four fireplaces, some now blocked
yp. There is a sheei melal fire frame of undetermined

date in the small second story room. The typieal class-
room on the first floor contains a stove. Modern centreal
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heating from a furnace has been added. It is said that
when the building was moved in 1906, the fireplaces and

chimneys were kept intacth.
Site
The building is now located on the grounds of the Fairhaven
High Schocl, surrourded by a lawn. The formex site has been
altered greatly by modern highway consgtruction.

Prepared by Harley J, licKee, frchitect
Wational Park Service

September 1961



